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In reply to the Final Office Action of August 10, 2005. the period for reply having 
been extended for one month by a request for extension and fee payment filed 
concurrently herewith, Applicant submits the following remarks. 

I, Request to withdraw finality 

Applicant respectfully submits that the final rejection is premature under MPEP § 
706.07(c) because no ground of rejection was provided for claim 168 and claim 168 
was not indicated as being allowable. Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to 
withdraw the finality of the last Office Action pursuant to MPEP § 706.07(d) and issue a 
non-final Office Action of the claims, including claim 168, on the merits. 

II. Remarks pertaining to the Examiner's art rejection 

. In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 154-1 e;6 and 169-194 under 
35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Zdeblick et al. ("ZdeDllck"). Applicant 
respectfully traverses the Examiner's rejection. Independent claim 154 recites a spinal 
fusion implant having a leading end for insertion first into the disic space, at least one 
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